UCONN

Hillel

2022-2023
ACADEMIC YEAR

IMPACT REPORT



A MESSAGE FROM
OURLEADERSHIP

As we enjoyed the excitement around the success of
UConn'’s basketball program during our 2022-23 academic
year, we celebrated some of our own “slam dunks” right here
at Hillel. From increasing our student engagement by 20% to
launching our first-ever FYSH Fest (First Year Students of Hillel
early-arrival program) to traveling to Israel on our inaugural
Maccabee Task Force interfaith trip to hosting our hugely
successful Shabbat Across Storrs, we built Jewish community
in new and dynamic ways.

As many of today’s students are most likely to identify as
“just Jewish” and aren’t always sure what they need or want
from Judaism, we continually strive to best meet students
“where they are,” literally and figuratively. Through expanded
outreach beyond the Trachten-Zachs Hillel house, including
a “teaching Seder” in the UConn Recreation Center and
expanded partnerships with faith-based organizations and
cultural clubs, we were able to reach more students than
ever before.

We continue to prioritize ensuring that Hillel remains a safe
space for Jewish students, where they feel secure in their
identity. Through our Campus Climate Initiative, we continue
taking the lead in partnership with senior administration,
identifying opportunities for improvements in institutional
policies, communication, and education for the university
community.

As we celebrate the accomplishments of this past year, we
eagerly anticipate the opportunities and challenges that lie
ahead, confident that UConn Hillel will continue to thrive as a
vibrant and inclusive home for all.

EDINA OESTREICHER LORI BADEN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BOARD PRESIDENT



UCONN HILLEL

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME

UConn Hillel created a home away from home for nearly 800
students, providing a place where they could explore Judaism
on their own terms. Students were invited to attend student-led
Shabbat services and to enjoy a free kosher dinner every Friday
night, in addition to the numerous other Jewish holidays and
spiritual opportunities offered throughout the year.

We offered a First Year Students of Hillel (FYSH) mentoring
program that paired new students with current Hillel leaders to
help them feel welcomed in our community and on campus. We
value the opportunities we have to support students in ways the
larger university community can't, therefore building a strong
Jewish presence for new students.

Two of our favorite programs were The Hummus Experience and
Shabbat Across Storrs. The Hummus Experience is run like an
episode of ‘Chopped’ where contestants need to use pre-
selected ingredients to create their own Hummus - it's been a
favorite for years! At Shabbat Across Storrs, over 250 students
participated, creating new Shabbat experiences with friends in
their own spaces.




‘6 Hillel is such a great place and honestly had the

biggest impact on my adjustment to UConn. | loved
FYSH (First Year Students of Hillel) Fest and also had
the chance to become a member of the Hillel Board. By
planning events, Shabbats and other holiday
celebrations, | hope to help other students have the
same amazing experiences I’'ve had.

BRIAN OPPENHEIM, ‘25
Co-VP of Jewish Life
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NOTHING BUT NET

UCONN HILLEL'S SLAM DUNK YEAR

DORON SHEFFER:
An MVP Conversation

In February, we were fortunate enough to host
Doron Sheffer, a former UConn basketball star
and retired Israeli professional basketball
player, for a conversation about Jewish values
in basketball and in life at the Trachten-Zachs
Hillel House. He spoke to us about his book,
Mensch VP: Becoming the Most Valuable Player
in the Game of Life. Doron shared about his
personal Jewish journey and connection to
Judaism.

This event was possible through our
partnership with UConn Global Affairs
and UConn Chabad.

ISRAEL DISCOVERY TRIP:
Parlor Meeting

In an intimate gathering, friends and
supporters of UConn Hillel came together for a
delightful parlor meeting at the home of UConn
President Emeritus, UConn Hillel Board Member,
and political expert Dr. Susan Herbst.

There, over delicious food and warm
conversations, attendees learned about UConn
Hillel's newly established partnership with the
Maccabee Task Force. We discussed how the
trip aims to bring students from diverse
backgrounds together to encourage unique
perspectives and respectful dialogue around
Israel and the Middle East.




ISRAEL

TRIPS | PROGRAMS | EDUCATION

During the Academic Year, UConn Hillel offered several Israel-related activities and
learning opportunities, including an Israel Learning Fellowship (ILF). ILF is a six-week
learning course for students to learn and engage in conversations about different
aspects of Israel. The fellowship provides the opportunity to deepen their
understanding of the contemporary Israel landscape and learn how to have
productive conversations with those who have differing views.

Throughout the year, we engaged over 400 students in Israeli programming -
culturally, spiritually, and educationally - here at UConn and abroad in Israel!
Students traveled to Israel on our Winter and Summer Birthright Trips, and an
additional student cohort from diverse backgrounds had their own alternative
Discovery Trip sponsored by Maccabee Task Force.

Students participated at different levels and learned from our Israel Fellow, Sapir.
Favorite events included our Hummus Experience, Israeli Cooking Class cohort, and
our spring semester Israel Fest where hundreds of students joined us!

Embarking on my Birthright journey with UConn
66 Hillel to Israel was not just a trip, but a
transformative experience that ignited a passion
within me. Now, back on campus, I'm inspired to
dive deeper, connect more, and make a difference.

Israel wasn't just a destination; it became a catalyst
for my involvement and growth.

YANA TARTAKOVSKIY, ‘25
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THANKYOU TO OUR 440+
2022-2023 SUPPORTERS

PARTNER
($1000-$4999)

Anonymous
James and Joni Ballas

Lori Baden and Alan Rothenstreich

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund
Harry and Honey Birkenruth
Heather and Jeff Butchen
Michael and Shari Cantor
Dr. Richard Epstein
Fidelity Charitable
Jackie and Aaron Gelb
Robert and Francine Goldfarb
Ina Gross
Mark Haims and Erica Bloch
Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz, Temple
Sholom of Greenwich
Daniel and Karen Jacobs
Benny and Michal Melumad
Jonathan Mitnick
Scott and Jessica Pearl
Harold and Anita Rosnick
Robert Samuels
The Shilberg Foundation
Stuart and Dawyn Snyder
David and Stacey Trachten
Raymond and Gail Weinstein

COMMUNITY BUILDER
($500-$999)

The Auerbach Schiro Foundation
Adam and Cindy Cohen
Samuel and Susan Cohn
Avi and Rhoda Freedberg

Abby Goldblatt
Micah Grossman and
Mariel Mangold
Ruth Heller
Susan Herbst
Simeon Hyman
Israel on Campus Coalition
Batya and Michael Jacob
Carol and Daniel Katz
Christopher Kunz
Garry and Nancy Levitsky
Link Mechanical Services, Inc.

Radenka and Charles Maric
Masorti on Campus
Michael Rosen
Mrs. Bette Roy
Jeffrey and Christine Toback
Herbert and Suzanne Tobin

SUPPORT
($180-$499)

Anonymous (2)
Jacqueline Aidenbaum
David and Helen Albert

Deborah and David Augenbraun

Mr. David Baram

Dr. Reuben and Dr. Joan Baron
The Benvenisti Family
Dani and Chaim Bergman
Dina and Stuart Bernstein
Howard and Amy Blustein
Pamela and David Book
Jeff and Denise Bowman
Steven H. Casman
Mrs. Joyce Chavkin
Helene and Tim Cohen
Samuel and Susan Cohn
Ofer and Elana Doron
David Drapach
Jill Dulitsky
Pam Ehrenkranz
Janis Franklin and
Jonathan Hufstader
Navah and Robert Frost
Richard Gelb and Lynne Zaklin
Dr. Jack and Alice Gish
Billy Goldstein
Howard Goldstein
Daniel and Michele Gottfried
Edmund Grossman
Richard Grossman
Liora and Bradley Gutkin
Holly Handler
The Hecht Family
Sandra Hershson-Weiner and
Dan Weiner
Robert Hirsch and Karen Gilbert
Marvin and Naomi Hoberman
Carly Hoss
Lisa Hyman

Justin Israelite
Gary and Jill Jones
Norman and Laura Kaplan
Howard and Debra Katz
Naomi Klotz
Maya and Maksim Kosover
Allen and Judy Kronick
Jolie Kugler
Dr. Jerome and Nancy Lahman
Norm and Merril Leferman
Brian and Dafna Leonard
Robert Lesser
Laurie Mandell
Jarred Mantis
Nathan Matisoff
Benzi Miller
Dr. David B. Oestreicher and
Edina Oestreicher
Alisa and Robert Oppenheim
Andrea Perll
Sydney Perry
Craig and Randi Price
Rachel and Richard Rubin
Beth Rubin and Catherine Traino
Micah and Douglas Salb
Michelle and Joseph Salem
The Salms Family
Dan and Elli Salmon
Daniel Saxon
Paul Schatz
Laura Schneiderman
Nancy and Gary Schulman
Dina Secchiaroli
Ms. Jacqueline Seide
The Shein Family
Margery Sokoloff and
Jeffrey Shoulson
Steven Silver
Beverly Sims
Dr. David Stern and
Rebecca Rumbo
Alan Stockman
Larisa and Gennadiy Tartakovskiy
Carole Teller
Randi and Mark Weingarten
Eric and Emily Weinstein
Richard and Stefanie Wichansky
Roey Wieser



FRIEND
($1-$179)

Anonymous (3)
America's Charities
Stephen and Beth Anderson
Dr. Lawrence Andrus
Heidi Aronson
Isabelle Askew
Rosalind and Stephen Atkins
Leonard and Marlene Auster
Yaron and Iris Back
Michael and Shelley Barker
David and Marlene Bauer
Arnie Baum and
Shari Birnbaum Baum
Alan and Katherine Benard
Elana and Saul Berelowitz
Dr. Randy Berke
The Bernstein Family
Mackie Berro
Robin Black
Karen and Neal Blum
Raymond and Karen Bogdanoff
Lara and David Bomzer
Lisa Book
Elyse Boule
Brad Boule
Jonathan and Elaine Bowman
Diane Boxer
David and Helen Braitman
David Brandwein
The Bratter Family
Jules Breslow
Howard Breslow
Bristol Myers Squibb
Foundation, Inc.
Marcie Calabrese
Joel Caplin
Sandra and Marc Carney
David Caslin
Shelley and Alan Cetel
Mitchell and Ann Cohen
Stuart J. Cohen
Steve Cohn
Kimberly Corini
Gina and Rob Cristino
Arnold and Sandra Dashefsky
Stacey Cohen Daube
Alison and Edward Demarest
Deborah Demers
Spencer Dicembrino
Lynne Ditman
Joseph Drossman
David and Tammy Dubin
Emily Dubin
Joseph Dubin
Gerald Dunne and Elyse Poller
Marci Durnell
Sharon Efron

Alex and Mira Eides
Alana Fabregas
Lester and Arlene Faiman
Rabbi Michael Farbman
Elyse Felicione
Daniel Fine
Carol and David Fishman
Mr. Bob Fishman
Robert Fishman
Davi Fleischman
Bryan Ford and Deborah Lubin
Jerome and Linda Gans
Seymour and Annette Gavens
Matthew Gedansky
Rachel Genn
Eric George
Melanie and Michael Gerard
Steven and Alisa Germaine
Amy Gershberg
Ms. Carol A. Gershenson
James Gilden
Janet and Jeff Gindin
Ben Gingold
Karina and Marat Gitman
Alan Glaubinger
Joseph and Sarah Glaz
Martin and Judith Gold
Zelly and Goldie Goldberg
Barry and Judy Goldfarb
Melissa Goldsmith-Bogatz
Bruce and Sharon Goldstein
Mrs. Grace Goldstein
Rachel Goldstein
Shelley Goodman and
Andrew Hausspiegel
Michael Goodwine
Dennis Goren
Ralph Green
Roberta and Norman Greene
Kathrine Gubner
Kenric Gubner
Martin and Frances Haas
Eric Handler
Michael and Nancy Handler
Etan Harmelech
Harriet Harrison
David Heilbrunn
Margaret Hiller
Robert Hillman
Leigh Hoffman
Abraham and Jayne Hoffmann
Dale Hosfield
Paul Jacob
Sylina Jacobs
Manuel and Nancy Jainchil
Jake Joseph

Jennifer Kahn
Eliza Kanner
Jeremy and Debby Katz
Rachel Katz
Robert Katz
Stacey Kennedy
Lew Kessler
Robert Klein
Gregory Koch
Alex Kogan
Rabbi Randall Konigsburg
Peter and Janice Kozlowski
Mark and Sandy Kressner
Ronald A Kross, M.D.
Nancy Laemle
Aviv Langus
Mr. Paul Lantz
Janet Lassman
The Leferman Family
Jeffrey Leonard
Dafna Leonard
Elizabeth Lessler Flaherty
Melissa Levenstein
Melissa and Jason Leventhal
Jay Levin
Joshua Levine
Burton Levine
Linda and David Levine
Peter and Vicki Levinson
Dylan Levy
The Levy Family
Faith Levy
Jacob Levy
Rachel E. Levy
Deborah Linder
Elizabeth Lubliner
Scott Lubliner
Blake Major
Margaret and Eric Malmborg
Joel and Ellen Mandell
Prof. Philip and Fay Mannheim
Samuel and Dina Markind
Jeff and Stacey Marshall
Linda Maslin and Daniel Moshief
Laura and Kyle Matthews
Carole Mayer
Phyllis Medvedow
Deborah Mehiman
Sheila and Aaron Ment
The Meyers Family
Beth and Randy Michaelson
Gianna Michaelson
Adrienne and Scott Milich
Brandon Milich
Barney Miller
Jane and Marc Miller



Jonathan and Ellen Miller
Dr. Randi Miller
Scott Miller
Howard and Diana Millman

Dr. and Mrs. Benson Monastersky

Lauren Moskowitz
Susan Moskowitz
Harold and Janet Moskowitz
Richard B. Nabel
Andrew and Gayle Nadler
John Nardone
Maxwell Neufeld
Dr. Arnold and Anita Newman
Leigh Newman and Gary Starr
Michael Newman
Jessica Nirschel
Stanley Novack
Aliyah Oestreicher
Paul Oestreicher
Michele and Michael Palmer
Saul and Joanne Pasternack
Judith and Laljeebhai Patel
Avinoam Patt
Allan and Irma Paull
Julie Perlow
Brian and Sarah Phair
Elliot Pollack
Rebecca Pollack
Cheryl Popiel
Alex Prager
Julian and Sharon Price
Benjamin Pulley and
Greer Lesnieski
Stuart and Jenny Rabinowitz
Maxwell Rand
Judith Rayner
Marcia Reinhard
Dr. Stanley and Marcia Reiter
Lonnie and Beverly Resnick
Greta and Martin Rheingold
Robin Riback
Serena Riback
Adrienne Robb-Fund

Benjamin Rosenthal
Dr. Thomas and Betty Ross
Stuart and Ellen Roth
David Rubin
Jeff Rubin
Mr. Rudinskiy
Stanley and Marjorie Sadinsky
Isaac Saltzman
Phyllis Sambuco
Julian Sampson
Endre and Aniko Sarkany
Leon and Marina Sasonov
Nathan Schachter
David Schaefer and Janet Hall
Kylie Schechtman
Rob Schechtman
Danielle Schindler Segal

Raymond and Roslyn Schneider

Alan and Leslye Schulman
Andrew Schwartz
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz
Lauren Schwartz
Marina Schwartz
Ellen Seader
Joseph and Barbara Segal
Brad Selmon
Ali Seltzer
Jaime Seltzer
Michael and Holli Shanbrom
Paul and Annette Shapiro
Anne and Alan Sharkis
Natalie Shclover
Donald and Michele Sherer
Lisa and Eric Shorr
Ed and Sherry Shrager
Hanah Shweiger
Edward Siegel
Barry Silverstein
Geoffrey Silverstein
Sol Silverstein
Barry Simon and
Susan Silverman

Judyth Singer

Rachel Smolney
Susan and Alan Solinsky
Sarah Soucy
Josh Squire
Robert Srulowitz
Lorraine Stein
Stephanie and John Stelly
The Strohsahl Family
Judith and Martin Strom
Debbie and Kurt Strumpf
Dr. Alan and Rachel Sutin
Sharon Sutin
David and Sandra Tall
Robyn and Jeff Teplitzky
Nina Topiel
Robert Vass
Prof. Emeritus Rick Vitale
Leslie and Steven Warshauer
Howard and Patti Weiner
Paul Weinstein
Stephen and Ruth Weisenberg
Barbara Weisenfeld
Ms. Cheryl Weisman-Cohen
Evan Wexler
Corey Wichansky
Kenneth Wichman
Amanda Wildstein and Sam Baden
Maya Winkleman
Tracy and Michael Winters
Jill Wiser
Sebastian Wogenstein
Jennifer Wolfe
The Yazel Family
Lori Yontef
Danielle Zalaznick
Steven and Barbara Zalesch
Lynne Zaklin
Faun and Jonathan Zarge
Jeremy Zarge
Steven Zinn
Howard Zuckerman
Allison Zweig
Samuel Zwillich

6‘ When I've participated in other organized Jewish

events in the past, | often felt like a guest in
someone else’s home.

But, at UConn Hillel, | feel that | am home. ”

MICHAEL RAIZIN, ‘25



OUR MISSION

p X UCeriﬁ lillel, he Center for Jewish Life, fosters inclusive and meaningful
experlentlal opportunltles to enrich the lives of students and help them explore
Ju%alsm and JeW|sh values on the|r own terms. ;
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HILLEL STAFF

EDINA OESTREICHER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LAURA MATTHEWS ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
DANIELLE BERGMAN DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
LAURIE NICHOLS OPERATIONS AND OFFICE MANAGER
SAPIR FRIEMAN JEWISH AGENCY ISRAEL FELLOW

EXECUTIVE BOARD

LORI BADEN 91, P'18, ‘24 PRESIDENT
JONI BALLAS P'22, P'24 VICE PRESIDENT
ERIC WEINSTEIN '10 TREASURER
LAUREN MOSKOWITZ '03 SECRETARY
LAWRENCE HANDLER '67 BOARD ADVISOR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CLAUDE BERNSTEIN ETAN MARKUS
ABBY GOLDBLATT ‘85, P'14 BENZI MILLER '14
MICAH GROSSMAN ‘00 MICHAEL MUNOZ '01
SUSAN HERBST AVINOAM PATT
ROBERT LESSER SCOTT PEARL '10
JARRED MANTIS "17 HENRY M. ZACHS

ADVISORY BOARD

SHARI CANTOR '81, P'15
PAM EHRENKRANZ P'08
LINDA LEVINE
MORT LOWENTHAL
LAURI MILLER
HENRY MONDSCHEIN ‘81, '85
SAMUEL L. SCHRAGER
JOSHUA SQUIRE '15
DAVID TRACHTEN

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

JESSICA BADEN ‘24
AVITAL SUTIN '23
JORDAN ZARABET ‘25

UCONN TRACHTEN-ZACHS HILLEL HOUSE | "
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